[35]
The whole apartment, except for one room, was furnished according to modern taste. Mme de Champcenais had made a trip to Nancy to order furniture there for a dining-room, a study, a boudoir, and two bedrooms in " modernistic " style. When it came to deciding for the drawing-room, her courage had failed her. On her return to Paris, she had assembled the elements of a Directoire drawing-room, both because she had a taste for that period and because she thought it the classic style that would make the most tolerable contrast with the languishing curves, the floral graces, and the dying tints with which she had peopled the rest of her apartment. (Louis XV style, although it was closer to <c new art," jarred horribly when it was put side by side with it, even in imagination.)
On October 6th, 1908, at nine o'clock in the morning, Mme de Champcenais was in her bedroom, sitting on a hard chair whose badly designed back forced her thighs and chest into a constrained position. By way of consolation, she told herself that the ec new art," very much in line in this with the modern spirit, made a constant appeal for effort.
The door leading from the bedroom into the bathroom was open. To her left Mme de Champcenais could see her glass-fronted wardrobe. She had been struck the other day by a disturbing resemblance. If you wiped out the mirror itself in your mind's eye, the two uprights and the pediment of the piece of furniture recalled exactly the entrance to a M£tro station. There was the same drooping of the shafts, curved in voluptuous flirtatiousness and threatening to swoon. There were the same corollas, and almost the same scroll. There was lacking only the inscription, in letters twining like woodbine : "Metropolitain"
Doubtless all the products of the art of a period recall one another. The most modest wrought-iron window-sill of about 1700 belongs to the same family as the Grand Trianon. And, for modern eyes, why should a Metro entrance have less nobility about it, less title to beauty, than the grating, for example, which serves as entrance to the Jardin de la

